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Course Description/Overview: 

The next few pages lay the groundwork for exactly what will be expected of you and what you can expect in return.  Many of the items may seem like “no-brainers” but they are put on here just to make sure that everything is clear and fair.

Earth Science is a freshman level (9th grade) class here at Warren Mott.  Students are expected to have successfully passed all three years of middle school Science classes and be knowledgeable of basic Earth Science concepts and lab skills.

 Course Content: 

In this course, we will cover the following areas of study:

Unit 1 – Introduction to Earth and Space

Unit 2 – Systems of Matter and Energy
Unit 3 – Natural Resources
Unit 4 – Earth in the Solar System
Unit 5 – Space
· Earth Science involves the ability to read and comprehend written science text.  Students should be able to write complete paragraphs supporting one side of an argument.

· It is important to keep in mind that, as a student, you are only limited by the effort you are willing to put forth to get the grade you want. You will succeed only if you try. Succeeding in this class isn’t just about your knowledge. It’s about your ability to try and grow. Try, ask for help when you need it, and pull out of this class the skills necessary to do well in high school and beyond. That’s what it is all about!

 Classroom Rules:
· RED ZONE: No Phones or Earbuds

· ID’s: Visible around your neck

· Hoodies Off
What if I break the rules?

· 1st offense:  Verbal warning

· 2nd offense:  Removal of student from activity/ teacher-student conference

· 3rd offense:  Call parent/ guardian

· 4th offense:  Referral to assistant principal’s office

· Severe disruption:  Student immediately removed from the classroom

· Cheating and plagiarism will result in loss of credit and disciplinary/ administrative action.
 Activities:
Activities will range from reading comprehension, hands-on activities, discussion, lab skills, test taking skills, and much more.

 Grades: 

The weighted breakdown of each semester grade is as follows:
1st quarter = 40%
2nd quarter = 40%
Midterm exam = 20%

*In order to receive credit, students must pass 2 of the three listed above.  However, the final grade calculations are done by percentages and passing two of the three does not necessarily result in a passing grade.

Updated quarterly grades can be seen by checking the parent portal through the WCS website.
WCS GRADING SCALE
98-100%=A+

88-89%=B+

78-79%=C+

68-69%=D+

50-59%=E

92-97%=A 

82-87%=B

72-77%=C

62-67%=D

0-49%=F

90-91%=A- 

80-81%=B-

70-71%=C-

60-61%=D

Tests/Quizzes


60% of Card marking grade.  ** Quizzes are weighted to half a test grade**
· All tests and quizzes will be averaged together to determine 

· test grade.  Stay current with the material being covered.  Do not wait until the last minute to study.   (Students must earn at least a passing average on tests in order to pass the quarter.) Approximately 3-4 tests per card-marking; generally, 40-50 points each  
· Please keep in mind that quizzes and tests weigh very heavily in your overall score so it is very important to make sure you not only “do the work” but that you truly know the skills and content!
Labs 



25% of Card marking grade. 
· Putting extra effort into laboratory work can be a good way to boost your grade; however failure to turn in labs will harm your grade significantly.  

· Make every attempt to be in class on lab days. If absent a student is responsible for the laboratory report/write-up.  Students should arrange to make-up missed labs before or after school.  Students may be responsible for incurring some costs of laboratory equipment breakage.

Homework 


15% of Card marking grade.  
· Grade consists of assignments given for completion either in class or at home.  

· Failure to turn in assignments will do great harm to your grade; homework is a method of practicing and using new information to prepare for a test.  Not doing homework leads to poor test scores.  

· Grade value depends on complexity and time expected to complete each assignment.  Homework should be used as a learning tool.

· Homework is graded based on correct answers, completeness, use of complete sentences, work shown, and following directions.

· Not all assignments will be graded. 

· Written homework & classwork must be neat and organized.  Papers must have all three holes intact and must not have “rufflies” from being torn out of a spiral notebook. Papers and assignments are to be headed in the following manner:

Assignment name








Student name












Date












Class hour

Classroom procedures
I. Entering the Classroom: 

· Come to class on time with homework completed and assignments ready.

· Upon entering, quickly and quietly go to your assigned seat as not to distract others.

· After you are in your seat, write and answer the bellwork (Q of the day) in your notebook and quietly wait for additional instructions.

· If you are absent, find what you missed from the assignment whiteboard or from a classmate.

II. Tardy to Class and Hall Passes: 

· Students need to be in their seats and ready to work when the tardy bell rings.  Arriving tardy is a disruption to the educational process.  Each additional Tardy beyond 2 (during the entire semester) will be issued a detention.  Students arriving late and who do not have a staff signed pass in their agenda will be marked tardy – they will not necessarily be told so.  Students may not leave to get a pass once they have arrived.

· Students will not be allowed to leave the classroom without a pass and having signed the exit sheet at the front of the room.  Students may only leave to use the restroom if it is deemed imperative per discretion of the teacher.

III. Materials: 
Students should bring these items to class with them every day. Failure to do so will result in students missing opportunities for key instruction.
· ID - Warren Mott issued 2019-20 ID must be visibly worn around neck per school policy.

· Textbook - Are signed out through the South House office.  Students assume responsibility for any and all damages to the book beyond normal wear and tear while it is in their possession.

· Notebook/ Binder - Students will also responsible for keeping a relatively organized notebook to hold their materials from class.   

· Writing utensil - All work is to be done in black or blue pen, or pencil.  Any assignments that are not completed in one of these are subject to loss of grade.  Students will be required to use a #2 pencil on all tests.

· Loose leaf paper - Students should also keep a decent amount of college ruled, lined, loose-leaf paper on hand to take notes and for use on assignments.  If a student chooses to use a spiral notebook, please use a “neat” book that has perforated sheets for easy tearing out.

· Additional items used regularly:  Scientific calculator, hair-tieback, 

IV. Daily Assignments:
· Daily assignments are posted on the whiteboard at the side of the room

· While in an open discussion, be courteous and refrain from speaking over others or getting out of your seat.

· There are times when it is appropriate to raise your hand and wait to be recognized while at other times it is appropriate to say an answer out loud.  Please learn when each is appropriate.

· During class activity or discussion, students should not get out of their seats.  Take care of those needs once the activity or discussion is over.

· If a student needs to get out of their seat for personal hygiene reasons it is recommended that they ask for permission and then step into the hallway to do so.

· During activities, students are expected to keep their volume at a manageable level.

· During a lab or activity when your full attention is needed you will hear “eyes up here.”  Upon hearing this, you are expected to stop talking, face the instructor, and listen for instructions.

V. Turning in Assignments:
· Assignments will be due at the beginning of the hour the day after they are assigned unless told otherwise.
VI. Returning Assignments to Students: 
· Assignments will be returned via the checked assignment bin within one week and passed back periodically.

VII. Finding Out Grade Status: 
· Students are responsible for registering and regularly checking PowerSchool from home.  If the student does not have internet access at home, grade progress sheets can be printed up in the Warren Mott Media Center or open computer labs before or after school.
VIII. Student Responsibilities After An Absence: 

· It is the absent student’s responsibility to find out what was missed during the absence and make that up either before or after school.

· If an assignment is missed due to an excused absence, students have the number of days absent to make up the assignment (per district policy). Any assignments that were received prior to the absence that were due while a student was out are due upon his/her return.  When turning in an assignment from an absence, please write “absent” and the date of the absence on the top of your paper.
· If a presentation is missed due to an excused absence, the student must arrange a time to make it up within two days of his/her return (but before the chapter quiz or test on the material in which the presentation covered.) 

· Unverified absences on test or lab days will result in an F being issued with no make-up allowed.
· If a test or quiz is missed due to an excused absence, you must make it up on the day you return unless other arrangements are made prior to the absence or if the absence is for two or more days. (If tests/ quizzes have been passed back to class, student may not make up the test/quiz.)

· Students are responsible for getting assignments missed for a vacation or field trip prior to the absence.
IX. Late, Missing, or Incomplete Assignments: 
· Late work is generally not accepted.  Few exceptions are made and are at the sole discretion of the teacher.  Any late work that is accepted is subject to a 30% deduction in score.

X. Communication Procedures With Parents/Families/Guardians:
· Parent phone calls and emails will be returned as soon as possible, emails are faster and preferred.  Emails can only be responded to the email address on file in PowerSchool so please make sure that is up to date.

XI. Ending Class: 
· When finished with a classroom activity, students are expected to recheck their activity and then may work on something related to the class they are in.

· When working with classroom supplies, students are asked to return them in a neat, orderly, and timely manner.

· The bell does not dismiss the class, the teacher does.  All garbage must be picked up and all students are to be in their assigned seats and wait for the class to be released.

· Students may be held after, at the teacher’s discretion, for inappropriate behavior.

XII. Additional procedures

· Students are expected to recycle in the appropriate bins whenever possible.  Students who throw recyclable items into the garbage will be asked to retrieve them and recycle them.

· When the teacher is on the phone or talking to a guest, please be respectful of personal space and noise levels.

· During P.A. announcements it is expected that students will quickly quiet down and listen to the announcements.
· Your attitude is the most important thing you (and I) can bring with us to class every day. 
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